ISCYRA 2nd District 2010 Star Class Annual Meeting

February 20, 2010, Laurrapin Grille, Havre de Grace

Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 am by our district secretary, John Vanderhoff.  Eighteen members were present as follows:

Name


Fleet


Email

Murray Leigh

CB


star7454@gmail.com

Tom Price


CB


tprice@usna.edu

John Vanderhoff

NCB


vanderhoff19@hotmail.com

Larry Parrotta

NCB


sueandlarry@airepuppy.net

Charles F. Kohlerman III
NCB


cfkrph@comcast.net

Jim Albert


NCB


fishdonut@att.net

Dick Weber


NCB


rdweber4@gmail.com

John MacCausland
CR


marinespa@aol.com

Jim Ryan


MES


locusdesigns@yahoo.com

Andrew Parish

MES


sassdsgn@dmv.com

Karl von Schwarz

AN


vonschwarz@comcast.net

Bert Collins


AN


mailbert@aol.com

Kris Wilson


AN


kris7497@comcast.net

Keith Donald

AN


kdonald@fracturetech.com

Barbara Vosbury

AN


bvosbury@msn.com

Sam Hopkins

AN


sam@hopkinscompany.com

Ben Fransen

AN


brf1234@gmail.com

Chris Hardin

AN


mchristianhardin@yahoo.com

Highlights of the January 2009 Minutes were read and approved.

The following 2nd District Awards were announced:


Blue Star 

John MacCausland


Green Star

Bob Lippincott


Tri- District

John MacCausland


CBYRA High Point
John Vanderhoff


Travelin Trophy
Sam Hopkins

Keith Donald extended an invitation to all members to join him for skiing at Blue Mountain Ski Area the weekend of February 27-28.

The 2010 Preliminary District 2 Star Schedule was reviewed and approved with the following confirmed:


Blue Star

GIYS, Miller Series


10-11 July


Green Star

MRYC – Summer Regatta
 
7-8 August


Tri-District

AYC Lippincott Memorial

22-23 May

Fleet Reports:

Chesapeake Bay (CB)

Tom Price reported that there are 4 active boats.  He expressed enthusiasm about hosting the D2 Blue Star in conjunction with the Miller Series.  We all appreciate the offer.

Northern Chesapeake Bay (NCB)

Larry Parrotta reported that 2009 started with 6 active boats.  Bob McAnally bought 7089 at the start of the season and Jim Albert bought 7802 this winter.  For 2010, NCB has 9 active members and 8 active boats.

There were 23 starts on the river.  John Vanderhoff was Fleet Highpoint Champion, Gunti Weissenberger was second and Dick Weber was third overall.  Dick Weber won the local Hospice Regatta and Gubti Weissenberger won the McVey Memorial.

Cooper River (CR)

John MacCausland reported that there are 7 members, many of who are honorary life members and remain dedicated to the class.

Mid-Eastern Shore (MES)

Jim Ryan reported that there are 18 active boats with 12 typically racing during the Wednesday night series.  John Jenkins won the series last year.

Annapolis (AN)

Bert Collins reported that there are 24-25 active boats.  The Annapolis fleet welcomes new members Joe McCorkell, Star #8238 and Rob Townley, Star #7953.



West Jersey (WJ)

No report.

New Business:

John Vanderhoff remains our District Secretary for another term.  Our former Assistant District Secretary, Rowan Perkins is now on a volunteer mission in Africa so Keith Donald has been selected to serve at the pleasure of the DS.

Sam Hopkins was recognized in appreciation for his effort in upgrading the Green Star Trophy.  The names of past winners were added since 1984.

Kris Wilson was recognized in appreciation for her dedication to the D2 Star Class Web-Site.  A Webmaster trophy was presented.  Although not announced at the meeting, Ben Fransen has volunteered to be our new Webmaster.  

Regatta attendance was summarized over the past eight seasons with a notable drop in participation on average this past season.  Discussion focused on ideas to improve regatta attendance.  Several of these ideas are summarized as follows:

· New members

· One day versus two day regattas:  It was suggested that one day regattas may often improve local participation.  However, such a format discourages travelers since the time to travel and set-up a Star is significant.

· John MacCausland raised the point that we all have a part to play in promoting participation simply by engaging others and welcoming them.

· Friday night welcoming socials were suggested for increasing the interest.

· Providing housing accommodations if possible and point of contact.

· Announcements about key events at away regattas.

· Communication and using the web-site to promote events.

· Expand the web-site to include crew needed/crew available resource.

The “Fall Windup” (TAYC, October 2-3) was selected as a “Focus Regatta”.  This is a superb venue with substantial facilities to handle a large number of boats.  At this time of year, the conditions are likely to be ideal.  Also, at this time of year, we own the Choptank, so even if the air is light, the water will be smooth.  Last year our numbers were down to 9 boats.  We need to double that.  I’m betting we can do better.

Other Business:

Barbara Vosbury announced preliminary plans for the Star 2011 Centennial Regatta to be held at Larchmont Yacht Club on September 12 -17, 2011.  It is expected that there will be three divisions, one for classis wooden Stars, one for classis plastic Stars (below # 7000) and one for the rest of us.

Discussion was initiated regarding special fleet and district events for the 2011 Centennial year.  Keith Donald and Bert Collins plan to investigate organizing a non-racing event to promote the class.  Some sort of rendezvous combined with a social and give non-Star and old-Star sailors a chance to participate.  We might be able to plan something this year as well.

Miles River volunteered to host next winter’s 2nd District Star Class Annual Meeting.  The time and date are to be announced at the end of this season.

At the conclusion of our meeting we had lunch and beverages at the Laurrapin Grille and for those who had extra time, a trip to the marina to see the launch and sailing area of the local fleet.

Thanks to the NCB fleet for hosting this meeting.

Keith Donald

Asst. D2 Secretary

